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CHICKEN FARM
A city slicker moves to the country and decides he's going to take up farming. He
heads to the local co-op and tells the man, " Give me 100 baby chickens." The co-
op man complies. A week later the man returns and says, " Give me 200 baby
chickens." The co-op man complies. Again, aweek later the man returns. This
time he says, "Give me 500 baby chickens." "Wow!" the co-op man replies.
"Y ou must really be doing well!" "Naw," said the man with asigh. "I'm either
planting them too deep or to far apart!”
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Dear Parents,

The reading patterns you establish at home directly influence your child’s ability to do
well in school. Here are a few suggestions:

TIME OUT FOR YOUR CHILD

Studies show that parents spend as little as fifteen minutes a day talking,
listening and reading to their children. Yet, it is exactly these activities that encourage
a child to read. Make sure that you take time out each day to communicate with
your child.

READ TO YOUR CHILD
The very best way to help your child become a good reader is to read to and with
them at home. The more children read, or are read to, the better. Books are not
the only things to read. Encourage your child to read cereal boxes, street signs,
catalogs and magazines.

READING AND WRITING

Teaching a child to write, helps them to read. Keep pencils, paper, chalk and
crayons on hand. Young children can learn to form letters and then words. This gives
them the opportunity to practice the relationship of letters and sounds. Very young
children can dictate to you or an older child. It’s also fun to have children write letters
to friends and family.

QUIET TIME

The work done is school is reinforced with homework. This gives children time for
study and practice. It is very important to set a time for homework and to provide a
quiet place where they can do their work. Remember to keep on top of your child’s
work and stay in touch with your child’s teacher.

LIMIT TELEVISION

Most children spend hours in front of the television and only minutes a day
reading. Set a time limit on television watching and replace it with quality reading
time. When television is permitted, follow it with family discussions.
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