
Comic Strip Book Report 
 

 
 

Due Date: __________________ 
For this book report, you will create a nine-panel comic strip (including 
the title box) based on a PART of an historical fiction book that you will 
read.  Your comic strip will include illustrations as well as text.  Look at 
real comic strips for ideas!  Make sure you follow the rubric entirely. 
 
Take pride in your work.  Use your very best handwriting, add color and 
pictures, edit for spelling and grammar errors and pay particular 
attention to word choice.  Neatness counts! 
 

***Books need to be 4th grade reading level or higher*** 
  



Directions: 
 
1.  Find a book of historical fiction, from the county library, school library, or 

classroom library,  that interests you and is at an appropriate reading level for you.  

Historical Fiction is a story that takes place in the past based on real events, even 

though the characters are fictional. (Ex. Little House on the Prairie, American Girl, 

Dear America, I Survived… etc.) 

2.  Choose an important or exciting part of the book that you would like to retell in 

your comic strip.  Find a part that will allow you to include action and dialogue 

(speaking parts).  Write in very nice handwriting on LINED PAPER or type a two-

paragraph summary of this part of the book.  Glue the summary in the center on 

the back of white construction paper, which will be provided for you.  Each 

paragraph needs to have at least five sentences. 

3.  Refer to your summary as you sketch your comic strip.  Decide what you will 

include in each panel.  Your comic strip should include a total of NINE panels, eight 

panels with pictures and one panel for the title (your name, title of the book, and 

author’s name).  If you have difficulty drawing the characters, you may draw stick 

figures.  Make sure to give them some identifiable characteristics, so that the 

reader can tell them apart.  Also, make sure that the sequence of events is clear 

and easy to follow. 

4.  Position the sheet of white construction paper horizontally and draw nine 

boxes of equal size.  (You might need to make some larger and some smaller, 

depending on what you will include in each box.)  Draw and write in PENCIL FIRST, 

then copy over with pen, or a thin marker.  Keep the illustrations and text as neat 

as possible.  Then, color your comic strip using thin markers or colored pencils. 

5.  Give your comic strip a title, it needs to be on top of the page and centered in 

creative and clear writing. 

  



Suggested Timeline: 

(Date: __________):  Find a historical book to read (public library, school library, or 
classroom library) 

(Date: __________):  Read your book 
(Date: __________):  Choose your most exciting part and work on 2-paragraph 

summary. 
(Date: __________):  Draft a rough draft version of your comic 
(Date: __________):  Work on your final draft comic strip 
(Date: __________):  Finalize your book report 
 
 
 

Comic Strip Rubric 
 

 Possible 
Points 

Points 
Earned 

Did you choose an interesting or exciting 
part of the book? 

5  

Was the comic strip completed entirely? (9 
panels, distinctive characters and settings) 

5  

Does your comic strip include illustrations 
and text? 

5  

Is your comic strip neat and easy to follow? 5  
Did you write/type a two-paragraph 
summary? 

10  

Are spelling, punctuation, and grammar 
correct 

10  

Does your comic strip effectively retell the 
selected part of the book? 

10  

 TOTAL            /50 
 



 

 

Sample text from back side 


